under Russia, then under China again, and that it would
go on suffering under either Russia or Japan They must
ignore the Hutukhtu, and think first of all about recover-
ing their independence
Everybody was seized with extraordinary animation
All the Mongols talked at once
Sukhi-Bator damped their enthusiasm
cTo become independent,9 he said, cwe must fight  To
fight, we must have men, we must have arms   Ungern has
dnven out the Chinese  How are we going to drive out
Ungern v
Everybody realized that he was right  Faces darkened
Only the old man mumbled something about Genghis
Khan, but nobody listened to him Obviously he was not
taken seriously
Everybody seemed downcast, hopeless But the ex-printer
who had something at the back of his mind, spoke up
again
'Our princes used to receive presents from the Chinese
Emperor, and they forced us, for our part, to herd their
flocks, and they made our women collect argal for their
fires Then the Chinese went, and the Russians came
It was the Russian Emperor who sent presents to our
pnnces, but we went on herding flocks and collecting
argal Russia has stopped sending presents to our pnnces,
because the Russian arats have dnven out their emperor
But the Russian arats have sent us a friend '
Andrei saw what Sukhi-Bator was driving at He spoke
up in his turn
"The Mongol arats and the Russian arats have one and
the same enemy To be strong, they must be united *
Tell us about Ungern/ said Danzan, and in his eyes
Andrei could read mute approval
Andrei started talking about the Bloody Baron He had
to choose the simplest words to enable Dorji to translate
So he stuck to simple things punitive expeditions, rape,